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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 

Jean C. Stevens, Associate Commissioner 
Office of Instructional Support and Development 
Room 875 EBA (518) 474-5915 

72� Superintendents and Administrators of Programs Serving Limited 
English Proficient/English Language Learners (LEP/ELLs) 

)520� Jean C. Stevens 

'$7(� May 7, 2009 

68%-(&7� Regulations Governing the Education of LEP/ELLs 

I would like to clarify information regarding the option afforded to parents of LEP/ELLs to withdraw their 
children from a State-mandated instructional program. The information provided herein is consistent with 
State law and regulations governing instructional programs and services for LEP/ELLs. 

Section 3 of Education Law 3204, states that a pupil ñwho has been identified by any English language 
assessment instrument approved by the Commissioner as a pupil of limited English proficiency, shall receive 
a program of bilingual education or English as a second language in accordance with standards established 
by the Commissioner.ò Such standards are established under Part 154 of the Regulations of the 
Commissioner of Education (CR Part 154.) 
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