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LANGUAGE Learners 

at American Institutes for Research • 
~AIR 

AMERICAN INSTITUTES FOR RESEARCW 

UNIT B: LESSON 8 

LEARNING TARGETS 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Listen as your teacher reviews the standards and objectives. Your teacher will call on 

an individual or pair to explain what they mean. 

Learning Target: 

I can evaluate the development of the argument in 

“Wringing Dry.”

Learning Target: 

I can explain how the different aspects of “Wringing Dry”

contribute to my understanding of water sustainability. 

evaluate – judge 

development – growth; 

when something 

becomes more 

complete 

argument – writing for 

or against something 

explain – talk about 

what something 

means 

aspect – part 

contribute – add 

ACQUIRING AND USING VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Your teacher will pre-teach several key words. Use your glossary for the rest of the 

lesson to find meanings for words you don’t know. Words that are bolded in the text 

and word banks can be found in the glossary. The glossary is located in the Appendix 

at the end of the lesson. 



        

      

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

    

    

    

   

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

THINKING LOG 





        

      

 

 

  

  

  

   

   

 

  

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Smith says small streams and rivers, especially in Africa, are drying up for at least 

part of the year, leading to even less usable water for small communities. 

When streams and lakes dry up, people look underground. In parts of Africa and 

Asia, deep tube wells 
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12. List the continents where drying is happening. 

Continents were drying is happening include: 

A. ___________ 

B. ___________ 

C. ___________ 

D. ___________ 

E. South ___________ 

F. North ___________ 

13. What is the one continent that has not been affected by water shortage? 

The one continent not affected is ___________. 

14. Has the United States escaped, or avoided, having water shortages? 

_________ (Yes/No). There __________ (are/are not) water shortages in the United 

States. The United States has been hit ___________. 



        

      

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

 

 

  

     

 

 

  

  

     

 

 

 

 

   

     

   

      

 

 

   

 

 

 

Delegates to last month's Istanbul conference discussed those and other ways to help 

solve the water crisis. Nearly everyone agreed that the amount of water on our planet 

can't be changed, but the way we use it can be if more people realized the problem. 



        

      

  

  

       

 

   

   

  

  

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The article ends ________________________(positively/negatively/both positively and 

negatively). The final quote says that people are gaining an ______________of the 

world water ___________, but it is not happening _________enough. 

20. Look back at the title of the article, “Wringing Dry.” To “wring” means to twist and 

squeeze tightly. We might wring out a bathing suit to make it dry after swimming. What does 

the title mean for this article? 

For this article, the title “Wringing Dry” means that humans are wringing 

___________ dry as a result of _______________and ___________ growth. 

RESPONSE TO GUIDING QUESTION(S): 

What is the assessment of the World Water Forum about water? What are some of the answers 

of experts to solve the world water shortage? 

Response: 

____________________________________________________________________. 
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WATER NOTE-CATCHER: TRACING AN ARGUMENT 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: 

Work with a partner. Use your water note-catcher to write down key, or important, 

evidence from the video. 

¶ First, you will write the author’s claim, or what they are trying to show. 

¶ Then, you will write at least three pieces of supporting evidence, or proof, for 

the author’s claim. Write why the evidence is relevant, or important.

Finally, you will write whether you think the evidence is good. Why or why not? 



        

      

 
 

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

      

                    

   

   

    

  

   

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS 



        

      

 
 

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        

      

 

 
   

   

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix: Glossary 

Word Definition Example 

access ability to get or use something "For nearly 3 billion people, 

access to a [water and] sanitation 

system comparable to that of 

ancient Rome would be a 

significant 



        

      

   

  

 

 

  

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

Word Definition Example 

convert change One partial answer to the world 

water shortage is to build more 

desalination plants that convert 

seawater to freshwater. 

droughts long periods of time with little or 

no rain 

Many states are experiencing 

droughts. 

discuss talk about something Delegates to last month's 

Istanbul conference discussed 

ways to help solve the water 

crisis. 

dwindling decreasing or shrinking Much of the population growth 

is expected to take place in 

countries that are already water 

poor, putting further stress on a 

dwindling water supply. 

expert someone who knows a lot about 

a particular thing 

Experts say those problems 

represent more than a temporary 

drought. 

infectious easily spread to other people, 

especially diseases 

Infectious diseases, such as 

typhus and cholera, are now 

responsible for 80 percent of 

illnesses and deaths in poor 

countries. 

malnutrition not having enough food for 

good health 



        

      

   

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  W o r d  D e f i n i t i o n  



        

      

   

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Definition Example 

trend something that is happening 

more and more 

The area of Earth's land that is 

classified as "very dry" has 

doubled since 1970, and the 

trend is expected to grow. 

unchecked not held back If current water use continues 

unchecked, 36 states will suffer 

water shortages within the next 

five years. 

unlimited having no end or restrictions Ready to give up unlimited 

water gushing out of your 

faucets? 

wells deep holes dug in the ground to 

get water 

In parts of Africa and Asia, deep 

tube wells have replaced 

streams and rivers for farm 

irrigation and for drinking 

water. 
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