
      
 
 

 

  
   

   
 
   

 
   

   
   

   
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

   
       

    
 

 
   

  
  
   
  
  
  
        

 
  

 

  

  
   

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
     

 

 

  
  

 
  

 

 

NYSED RFQ: Teacher and Principal Evaluation Service Provider – Assessments (App Period: 2015-16) 

STUDENT ASSESSMENTS 

AND ASSOCIATED GROWTH MODELS FOR 

TEACHER AND PRINCIPAL EVALUATION 
FORM  C 

PUBLICLY AVAILABLE SERVICES SUMMARY 

This form will be posted on the New York State Education Department’s Web site and 
distributed through other means for all applications that are approved in conjunction with this 
RFQ to allow districts and BOCES to understand proposed offerings in advance of directly 
contacting Assessment Providers regarding potential further procurements. 

Assessment Provider Information 
Name of Assessment Provider: Renaissance Learning, Inc. 

Assessment Provider Contact 
Information: 

Debra C. Schoenick 
2911 Peach Street 
P.O. Box 8036 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8036 

Name of Assessment: STAR Early Literacy 
Nature of Assessment: ASSESSMENT FOR USE WITH STUDENT 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES WITH A TARGET SETTING 
MODEL; OR 

SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT WITH AN 
ASSOCIATED GROWTH MODEL: 

GAIN SCORE MODEL 
GROWTH-TO-PROFICIENCY MODEL 
STUDENT GROWTH PERCENTILES 
PROJECTION MODELS 
VALUE-ADDED MODELS 
OTHER: 

What are the grade(s) for which the 
assessment can be used to 
generate a 0-20 APPR score? 

Grades pre-K–3 

What are the subject area(s) for 
which the assessment can be used 
to generate a 0-20 APPR score? 

STAR Early Literacy is a computer-adaptive diagnostic 
assessment for students who have not yet developed 
the skills to read independently. STAR Early Literacy 
offers a comprehensive assessment of literacy skills and 
early numeracy skills for students in grades pre-K–3. 
The numeracy skills assessed are primarily at the 
kindergarten level. As students move beyond basic 
literacy and numeracy and acquire the skills to read 
independently (typically during first grade), STAR 
Reading and STAR Math become more relevant 
measures (discussed in detail in separate submissions). 

What are the technology STAR Early Literacy is accessed through Renaissance 
requirements associated with the Place, which can be accessed on both PC and Mac 
assessment? operating systems. Minimum and recommended 

hardware, software, and network requirements includes 
the following: 



      
 
 

 

     
   

     
     

     
 

   
 

     
 

  
  

   

    



      
 
 

 

  

    
   

 

    
     
    
     

 
   

   

 
   

  
     

  
 

 

 
  

 
  

      
   

 
   

  
 

 
  

  

  
  

 
 

   
 

 

  
 

  
   

NYSED RFQ: Teacher and Principal Evaluation Service Provider – 



      
 
 

 

  
   

   
 

    
 

 
   

  
 

 
  

 

  

 
  

   
    

  
 

 

   
   

   
  

  

  
  

   
 

 
  

 
 
  

  
   

   
  

   
 

   
  

     
  

 

NYSED RFQ: Teacher and Principal Evaluation Service Provider – Assessments (App Period: 2015-16) 

Assessments Woven Tightly Into 
the Curriculum: 

�x Renaissance Learning’s pr



      
 
 

 

   
  

 
   

   
  

  
    

   

   
  

  

  
  

  
  

  
   

 
  

    
  

 
  

 
  

   
  

   
    

 
 

 

 

 

   
  
  
  

 

NYSED RFQ: Teacher and Principal Evaluation Service Provider – Assessments (App Period: 2015-16) 

Literacy’s online Record Book to access diagnostic information and 
instructional planning materials. STAR Early Literacy identifies 
students’ strengths and weaknesses in vocabulary, 
comprehension, and overall reading achievement. 

Teachers Bridge Assessment and Instruction with the 
Record Book 

Teachers access information to plan differentiated instruction in 
the Record Book, an online feature in STAR Early Literacy. After any 



      
 
 

 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
  

 
  

  
  

 

 
  

   
  

    
  

  
  

     

   
 

  
  

  
  

 
   

 
   

 

 
   

  
   





      
 
 

 

 
  

 
 

  

 

  
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
   

    
 

 
   

 
  

  

 
 

 

   
 

  
 

   

 
  

  
  

  
  

   
  

    
 

 
 

NYSED RFQ: Teacher and Principal Evaluation Service Provider – Assessments (App Period: 2015-16) 

Degree to which the growth
model must differentiate across 
New York State’s four levels of 
teacher effectiveness (only
applicable to supplemental
assessments): 

report. Educators can run reports at the student, classroom, 
school, or district level; they can specify a group of students whose 
reports are to be printed in one batch. They can also choose to drill 
down to focus on one particular grade level, one particular class, or 
one particular student. 

STAR Early Literacy uses MGP as the aggregated teacher-level 
growth score for New York State teacher and principal evaluation. 

To develop the conversion of the STAR Early Literacy MGPs to the 
0–20 APPR scale with associated HEDI ratings, Renaissance 
Learning reviewed multiple states’ definitions for typical and high 
SGP growth and then created anchor points. 

The STAR Early Literacy MGP ranges included in the 0–20 APPR 
scale reflect New York’s narrative descriptions of teacher 
effectiveness and effectively differentiate educators’ performance 
in ways that improve student learning and instruction. 

To ensure that the conversion of teacher-level growth scores to the 
0–20 APPR scale comply with New York Standards for each 
evaluation category, we analyzed MGP data for New York students 
and classrooms over the last three years. 

The samples size was over 70,000 students. Student growth data 
were grouped to the classroom level and the MGP for each class 
was identified. 

Renaissance Learning examined all of the classrooms that had 16 
or more students to estimate the distribution of teacher ratings. In 
total, data from over 3,500 STAR Early Literacy classrooms was 
examined. 

HEDI Rating Categories 

The Highly Effective range is 61–99 MGP, which is well-above 
average for similar students. 

The Effective range is 35–60 MGP, which is in the average growth 
range for similar students. 

The Developing range is 21–34 MGP, which is below average for 
similar students. 

The Ineffective range is 1–20 MGP, which is well-below average for 
similar students. 

The STAR Early Literacy MGP ranges reflect New York’s narrative 
descriptions of teacher effectiveness and effectively differentiate 
educators’ performance in ways that improve student learning and 
instruction. 
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